
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

SUNNICA ENERGY FARM 
EN010106 

8.47 Environmental Masterplan  

  
 

Planning Act 2008 
 

Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 
 

 

22 November 2022 
Version number: 00 



 
Planning Act 2008 
 
Infrastructure Planning  
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 
 
 
 

Sunnica Energy Farm 
 
 
 

 
 

8.47 Environmental Masterplan 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme 
Reference 

EN010106 

Application Document Reference EN010106/APP/8.47 

Author Sunnica Energy Farm Project Team 

 

 
Version Date Status of Version 
Rev 00 22 November 2022 

 

 

Submitted at Deadline 3 

 

 



R
iver

S
nail

East Fen Drove

Moor Road

C
om

m
on

G
ate

D
rove

R
iv
e
r
S
n
a
il

A142

Carter Street

Station Road

Station Road

Soham Road Fordham

Fordham Abbey

A142

A142

North
End Cot

to
n

End
Roa

d

Landwade

Burwell Road

L
e
e
B
ro
o
k

Beck Road

Hall Barn
R

oad

S
tation

R
oad

Isleham

Is
le

ha
m

R
oa

d

Fr
ec

ke
nh

am
R

oa
d

Chippenham Road

Mildenhall Road

Chippenham

River
S
n
a
il

A14

Sho
rt

Roa
d

N
ew

m
arket R

oad

Snailwell

A14

River Lark

L
e
e
B
ro
o
k

L
e
e
B
ro
o
k

Fe
rr

y
La

ne

Isleham Road

Freckenham
Road

Mildenhall Road

Worlington

A11

Badlingham Road

Elms Road

Freckenham

Badlingham

A14

A11

A1304

La
Hogue

Road
Dane Hill Road

A1304

River Lark

A1101

A1101

W
am

il
R

oa
d

Newmark et Road

Golf Links Road

The Stre
et

Worlington Road

Barton Mills

A11

H
er

rin
gs

w
el

l R
oa

d

Green Lane

Red Lodge

Herringswell

H
erringsw

ell R
oad

Stati on
R

o ad

Kentford

Kennett

Needham
Street

A1101

A11

East Cam
bridgeshire

District

W
est Suffolk

District

East Cambridgeshire

District

West Suffolk District

E32E31E30

E26

E28

E27
E24

E25

E13

E12

E14

E15

E16

E18

E17

E18

E19

E22

E21

E20

E10E09

E08

E04
E03

E05

E02E01

W01
W02

W03

W04

W05

W06

W07

W09

W17

W08

W12

W10

W11

W15

E33

E29

ECO4

ECO5

ECO1

ECO2
ECO3

Chippenham
Avenue Fields

(CWS)

Chippenham
Gravel
Pit (CWS)

Halfmoon
Plantation
Pit (CWS)

Havacre Meadows
and Deal

Nook (CWS)

Snailwell
Grasslands and
Woods (CWS)

Worlington
Heath (CWS)

Badlingham
Lane (CWS)

Joan's
Meadow
(CWS)

Worlington Golf Course
and surrounding
Habitat (CWS)

Esri, Intermap, NASA, NGA, USGS, Esri UK, Esri, HERE, Garmin, Foursquare, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS

27
00

00

570000

570000

Purpose of Issue

Project Title

Drawing Title

Drawn Checked

Unit 1 Wellbrook Court,
Girton,
Cambridge, CB3 0NA
United Kingdom
Telephone (01223) 488000
www.aecom.com

AECOM

DateApproved

RevDrawing Number

60589004_ES_LSP_8.1-1 0

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN PREPARED PURSUANT TO AND SUBJECT TO THE
TERMS OF AECOM'S APPOINTMENT BY ITS CLIENT. AECOM ACCEPTS NO LIABILITY

FOR ANY USE OF THIS DOCUMENT OTHER THAN BY ITS ORIGINAL CLIENT OR
FOLLOWING AECOM'S EXPRESS AGREEMENT TO SUCH USE, AND ONLY FOR THE

PURPOSES FOR WHICH IT WAS PREPARED AND PROVIDED.

AECOM Internal Project No. Scale @ A3

60589004

TZ KA JR

Client

Fi
le

 N
am

e: ±0 1,000 2,000m

ENVIRONMENTAL MASTERPLAN
SHEET 1 OF 6

OVERVIEW

SUNNICA LTD

THIS DRAWING IS TO BE USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ISSUE THAT IT WAS ISSUED FOR AND IS SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT

Refer to drawing: Sunnica East Site A

Refer to drawing: Sunnica East Site B

Refer to drawing: Sunnica West Site A

Refer to drawing: Sunnica West Site B

Refer to drawing: Cable Route to Burwell Substation

Copyright:
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018
Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government
Licence v3.0
NOTE:
Document Reference: EN010106/APP/6.3
AFPF Regulation: 5(2)(a)

Existing vegetation along the Cable Route alignment which is required to be
removed during the construction phase would be replaced with the same
species to recreate the vegetation cover

Proposed

The Order Limits

Boundary Fence

Provision of Permissive Route

Solar Panels

Native Grassland within Developable
Area

BESS and Substation

Compound

Proposed Woodland (new planting and
natural regeneration, or infilling of
existing vegetation)

Proposed Native Grassland

Proposed Native Grassland/Wetland

Grassland Created and Managed for
Foraging Stone-curlew

Proposed Hedgerow (new planting or
infilling of existing vegetation)

Indicative Location of Stone Curlew 2ha
Nesting Plot

Archaeological Constraints

Archaeological exclusion area

Existing features within the Scheme

County Wildlife Site

Retained Hedgerow

Retained Woodland

Retained Grassland Habitats

LEGEND
District Boundary

FOR DCO EXAMINATION

1:32,000

28/10/2022



!

Parcel E01 Set back from
meandering course of
Lee Brook to retain
its setting towards
the confluence with
the River Lark.

!

Existing woodland creates a natural
buffer between Parcel E01 and the River Lark to the north.

!

Woodland planting proposed to the south
of Parcel E03 to provide visual screening
for residents of Lee Farm and separation
from Parcels E09 to the south east and E05 to the south west.

!

Woodland and hedgerow planting
proposed to the strengthen
existing vegetation patterns,
to enclose the BESS and substation
and enhance habitat connectivity.

!

Woodland planting to assist with landscape
integration and screen views
south from the River Lark.

!

Tree belts define the eastern edge
of Parcel E05 to minimise
impacts on Lee Brook.

!

Woodland planting to assist with landscape
integration and to screen views
east from Isleham.

!

Grassland buffer extended along Sheldrick's Road to maximise
visual separation with Isleham to the west. Developable area offset
from Sheldrick's Rd by approx. 150m and
740m from edge Isleham

!

Parcel E05 set back approx. 80m
from Beck Road to retain an open setting
and accommodate the proposed permissive route
between Isleham and Bridleway W-257/002/X,
which will provide views south.

!

36.6ha of native grassland including
Stone-curlew plots within ECO3 creates
separation between Parcel E12 and
Freckenham Road with a minimum
distance of approximately 160m.

Woodland planting along the western edge
of Parcels E14, E15 and E16 to provide
screening for users of the adjacent U6006
and longer views west from Freckenham.

!

Developable area offset at least 460m from edge of
Isleham to NW and 1.2km from Freckenham to the
South

Retained woodland between E12 and E13

!

Developable area in E12 offest approx. 270 m
from properties on Freckenham Rd

Developable area in E12 offest approx. 490 m
from edge of Worlington

!

Woodland planting extending
along the eastern edge of East Site A to

maximise landscape integration
and separation with Sunnica
East Site B, screening views
from West Row and the River

Lark to the north east. Distance from
West Row approx. 770m

!Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

! Retained Hedgerow

!
Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Woodland planting west of E09

!

Hedgerow proposed along southern edge of E09 and E10

Hedgerow planting to the north of E12
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!

36.6ha of native grassland including
Stone-curlew plots within ECO3 creates
separation between Parcel E12 and
Freckenham Road with a minimum
distance of approximately 160m.

!

Woodland planting to screen
open views south whilst retaining
open grassy banks associated with the CWS

!

Woodland planting along the western edge
of Parcels E14, E15 and E16 to provide
screening for users of the adjacent U6006
and longer views west from Freckenham.

!

Woodland planting within a minimum width
of approximately 25m proposed along
the western edge of Parcel E19 to reinforce
habitat connectivity south of Elms Road
and visual screening, particularly for Brookside Stud

!

Parcels E16 and E18 set back10m from Elms Road
to accomodate woodland planting to
reinforce habitat connectivity and
visual screening, particularly of the BESS,
substation and compound

!

Woodland planting to enclose the BESS and
substation and connect habitats along
Elms Road with woodland around the quarry to the north.

!

Tree belts proposed along the eastern edges
of Parcels E20, E21 and E22 with panels
set back from the boundaries to reinforce habitat
connectivity and separation from Red Lodge
to the east.

!

Woodland extends the existing belt to the west,
with a minimum width of approximately 25m,
connecting with vegetation lining Newmarket Road
to provide visual screening from the south.

!

Woodland planting with a min. width of
40m to connect habitats between U6006
and Newmarket Rd, visually separate development
in Parcel E24 from Worlington to the north and
an attractive setting to the proposed permissive route

!

Retained mature vegetation and buffers along
Newmarket Road reinforce the separation
between panels in E24/E25 to the west
and E26/E28 to the east

!

Proposed permissive path set within
a grassland buffer with existing woodland
to the north creating visual separation
with Parcels E26 and E27 to the south

!

Woodland planting of approx. 30m along Golf Links Road
to reinforce the screening provided by
existing roadside vegetation and enhance
habitat connections to the south.

!

Creation and establishment of acid grassland,
linking the Joan's Meadow CWS to the north
and the Worlington Heath CWS to the south

!

Creation and establishment of acid grassland to retain
the open setting of Worlington to the north.
Developable area in E24 offset approx. 220m from edge
of Worlington.

!Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Developable area in E24/E25 offest approx.
20m from Newmaker Rd.
Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

E26/E27/E28/E29
Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Retained woodland between E12 and E13

!

Developable area in E12 offest approx. 270 m
from properties on Freckenham Rd

!

Developable area in E12 offest approx. 490 m
from edge of Worlington

!

Existing waterbody

!
Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Woodland Planting along southern
edge of E22 and E19 to reinforce
habitat connectivity

!

Developable area offset approximately
20m from existing woodland

!

Hedgerow planting to the north of E12

!

Hedgerow planting to the west of E30

!

Woodland extended north of E18
to connect to existing woodland
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!

Woodland proposed to create connections
with Foxburrow Plantation and habitat
and visual screening along the
eastern edge of W03

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Managed for pollinators.
Conservation grazing

!

Woodland planting to extend the existing
belt to a minimum width of approximately
65m to reinforce visual separation between
Parcel W03 and ECO5.

!
Woodland planting west of ECO5
to fill the gap in vegetation to enhance
screening and connect habitats to the
north and south

!
Planting to enhance habitat connectivity
and reinforce existing vegetation
which provides screening between
the Snailwell Gallops and Parcel W04.
offset of approx. 5m between developable area and
the Gallops

!

Tree planting either side of the Chippenham
Park Avenue to improve age structure,
physical separation between Parcels W04
and W05 and habitat connectivity.

!

Proposed woodland of approximately 30m
width to assist in mitigating the impact on
views from the Lime Kilns Gallops and connect
habitats along the A14

!

Planting to reinforce the existing hedgerow
between Parcel W05 and W07

!

Proposed woodland of approximately 30m width
to assist in mitigating the impact on views
from the Lime Kilns Gallops and connect
habitats along the A14

!

Woodland planting to enclose and visually screen
the proposed BESS and substation

!

Hedgerow planting to reinforce separation
with adjacent archaeological area and enclose
the southern edge of Parcel W09.

!

Hedgerow planting to reinforce the existing
boundary and enhance screening from the A11

!

Grassland and hedgerow planting to create
a buffer up to 75m wide between Parcels W11
and W12 and La Hogue Road

!

Tree and shrub planting to reinforce the existing
hedgerow boundary east of Parcel W10 and
provide habitat connectivity between
existing elements.

!

Parcel W10 approximately 85m minimum
setback from the Order limits to create
extensive grassland habitat forming
a buffer to Chippenham Park

!

Enhancement of existing planting  of approximately 25m width
to separate Sunnica West Site A from
Chippenham Park

!

Woodland planting to enhance habitat connectivity
and visual screening for residents of Dane Hill Farm
and Kennett

!

Woodland planting to enhance
visual screening
for residents of Waterhall Farm

!

Woodland planting to provide screening to
Kennett and habitat connectivity south
towards the belts of vegetation lining the A14.

Hedgerow planting to reinforce the screening
provided by the adjacent hedgerow in views
west from Snailwell of solar panels in Parcel W02

!

Developable area in W10 offset approx. 240m
from Chippenham Park

!

Developable area in W08 offset approx. 220m
from Chippenham Park Avennue

!

Retained woodland that falls within the Chippenham
Park Registered Park. Offset of approx.
110m between developable areas

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Hedgerow proposed along southern
and eastern edge of ECO5

!

Woodland planting proposed
west of W08
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!

Woodland proposed to create connections
with Foxburrow Plantation and habitat
and visual screening along the
eastern edge of W03

!

Woodland planting to extend the existing
belt to a minimum width of approximately
65m to reinforce visual separation between
Parcel W03 and ECO5.

!
Woodland planting west of ECO5
to fill the gap in vegetation to enhance
screening and connect habitats to the
north and south

!
Planting to enhance habitat connectivity
and reinforce existing vegetation
which provides screening between
the Snailwell Gallops and Parcel W04.
offset of approx. 5m between developable area and
the Gallops

!

Hedgerow planting to reinforce the screening
provided by the adjacent hedgerow in views
west from Snailwell of solar panels in Parcel W02

!

Hedgerow planting to reinforce screening
from the south of solar panels in
Parcel W01 and W02.

Developable area in W08 offset approx. 220m
from Chippenham Park Avennue

!

Developable area of W02 offset
approx. 500m from edge of Snailwell

!

Developable area of W01 offset
approx. 130m from woodland

!

Retained Hedgerow

!

Hedgerow proposed along southern
and eastern edge of ECO5
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